
 

 

BookletChart
 

 A reduced scale NOAA nautical chart for small 
boaters.  When possible, use the full size NOAA 

 

chart for navigation. 
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� Complete, reduced scale nautical char
� Print at home for free 
� ize Convenient s
� Up to date with all Notices to Marine
� United States Coast Pilot excer ts p
� ’sCompiled by NOAA, the nation

chartmaker. 
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What are Nautical Charts? 

harts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation.  They 
pths, obstructions, buoys, other aids to navigation, and 
he information is shown in a way that promotes safe and 
ation.  Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial 
 America’s commerce.  They are also used on every Navy 
ard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely 
ational boaters. 

What is a BookletChart™? 

kletChart is made to help recreational boaters locate 
the water.  It has been reduced in scale for convenience, 
ontains all the information of the full-scale nautical chart.  
 have also been reduced, and are accurate when used to 
ces in this BookletChart.  Whenever possible, use the 
ale NOAA nautical chart for navigation.  Nautical chart 
 listed at:  http://www.NauticalCharts.noaa.gov. 

 and bar scales in this BookletChart have been reduced to 
l scale, and are printed at the new scale of 1:106,667. 

letChart does NOT fulfill chart carriage requirements for 
ercial vessels under Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of 

tions. 

Notice to Mariners Correction Status 

kletChart has been updated for chart corrections published 
oast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National 

elligence Agency (formerly NIMA) Weekly Notice to 
 where applicable, the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to 
ditional chart corrections have been made by NOAA in 
ir publication in a Notice to Mariners.  The last Notices to 
d were:  

cal Notice to Mariners:  28/05 dated July 12, 2004 
otice to Mariners:  29/05 dated July 16, 2005 

t Guard Notice to Mariners:  Not Applicable 

[Coast Pilot 3, Chapter 9 and 11 excerpts] 
(26) The Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel 
extends from Cape Charles across the bay 
entrance to a point 6 miles westward of Cape 
Henry. The 15-mile crossing has vehicular 
tunnels under Chesapeake Channel and 
Thimble Shoal Channel with fixed bridges 
over Fishermans Inlet and secondary 
channels. In addition to the channel buoys 
and lights, daybeacons and fog signals mark 
the openings at Chesapeake and Thimble 
Shoal Channels. At night the floodlighted 

re more prominent than the privately maintained lights
annels. In July 1996, a two-lane low level and high leve
ge was under construction about 267 yards westward o

the existing fixed highway bridge across Chesapeake Bay; upon 
completion, the clearances will be the same as the existing bridge. 
(27) Caution.–The Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel complex has on 
several occasions suffered damage from vessels. In every case, adverse 
weather prevailed with accompanying strong winds from the northwest 
quadrant generally related to a frontal system. Weather deterioration in 
the lower bay is quite often sudden and violent and constitutes an 
extreme hazard to vessels operating or anchoring in this area. The 
proximity of the bridge-tunnel complex to main shipping channels and 
anchorages adds to the danger. Currents in excess of 3.0 knots can be 
expected in the area. 
(28) Normal precautions dictated by prudent seamanship are expected of 
all vessels. Mariners transiting this area are, however, urged to be 
particularly alert in regards to the weather. To assist in this respect, the 
National Weather Service provides 24-hour weather broadcasting on 
162.55 MHz. The local Marine Operator also transmits weather 
information at 0000, 0600, 1200, and 1800 local time on 2450 kHz and 
2538 kHz. Information of a pending weather frontal passage should be 
met with advance preparations. Engines readied for short notice 
maneuvering and anchor details alerted are considered minimum prudent 
precautions. Maneuvering in close proximity of the bridge-tunnel 
complex is also discouraged. 
(31) Traffic Separation Schemes (Chesapeake Bay Entrance and 
Smith Point) have been established for the control of maritime traffic at 
the entrance of Chesapeake Bay and off Smith Point Light (37°52'47"N., 
76°11'01"W.). They have been designed to aid in the prevention of 
collisions, but are not intended in any way to supersede or alter the 
applicable Navigation Rules.  
(32) The scheme provides for inbound-outbound traffic  lanes to enter or 
depart Chesapeake Bay from the northeastward and from the 
southeastward.  
(37) Exercise extreme caution where the two routes converge off 
Cape Henry.  Mariners are also warned that vessels may be maneuvering 
in the pilotage area which extends into the western part of the 
precautionary area. 
(41) The mean range of tide is 2.8 feet at Cape Henry. 
(42) The current velocity is 1.0 knot on the flood and 1.5 knots on the ebb 
in Chesapeake Bay Entrance.  
(3) The western shore of Chesapeake Bay from Old Point Comfort to the 
Potomac River is mostly low. York and Rappahannock Rivers are broad 
and deep at their entrances and are navigable for long distances. 
(4) Fishtraps are thicker in this area than in any other part of the bay. 
(5) Ice is seldom encountered this far south in the bay, but may be found 
in the upper parts of some of the tributaries. 
(6) The Federal project for Chesapeake Bay provides for depths of 50 
feet in the main channel between the Virginia Capes and Fort McHenry, 
Baltimore. There are three dredged sections in the lower Chesapeake 
Bay: the first off Cape Henry, just above the Virginia Capes; the second 
off York Spit, 11 to 22 miles above the Capes; and the third off 
Rappahannock Spit, 40 to 46 miles above the Capes; they are well 
marked.  
(7) York Spit Channel begins 11 miles above the Capes and extends 
northward another 11 miles. The current velocity is about 1.0 knot in the 
channel. 
(89) The danger zone of a naval firing range begins about 4 miles north-
northeastward of Wolf Trap Light and extends northward to Tangier 
Sound Light, just south of Tangier Island. The danger zone also contains 
a designated hurricane anchorage for shallow and deep-draft naval 
vessels. During hurricane warnings, naval ships may be anchored in the 
fairway; caution is advised. 
(176) In addition to the danger zone of a naval firing range that extends 
from north of Wolf Trap Light to south of Tangier Sound Light, 
previously described, several danger areas are in Chesapeake Bay 
between Windmill Point Light and Smith Point Light. 
(177) San Marcos Wreck, 10.5 miles northeast of Windmill Point Light, 
is covered by about 20 feet of water, but the depth over it is subject to 
change, due to the shifting steel. 
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UVHF Marine Radio channels for use on the waterways: 
Channel 6 – Intership safety communications. 
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Channel 9 – Communications between boats a
ship-to-coast. 
Channel 13 – Navigation purposes at bridges, lo
harbors. 
Channel 16 – Emergency, distress and safety c
to Coast Guard and others, and to initiate calls to o
vessels.  Contact the other vessel, agree to another 
channel, and then switch. 
Channel 22 – Calls be
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ther

 the 

ere. 
oat 

 

ures

 

tween the Coast Guard and
public.  Severe weather warnings, hazards to 
navigation and safety warnings are broadcast h
Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 & 78 – Recreational b
channels. 
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1. Make sure radio is
2. Select Channel 16.
3. Press/Hold the transmit butt
4. Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.”
5. Also give:  Vessel Name and/or Description; Positio

and/or Location; Nature of Emergency; Number of
People on Board. 

6. Release transmit butto
7. Wait for 10 seconds – If no response Rep

MAYDAY Call. 
HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS

 

UMobile PhonesU Call 911 for water resc
 Coast Guard Search & Rescue

 – ue. 
410-

576
eld – 410-968-0323 
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lice – 410-260-8888 

 

 – 800-418-7314/
-2525 

 Coast Guard Crisfi
Coast Guard Milford Haven – 804-725-2125/37
Coast Guard Portsmouth – 757-483-8526/8527
Coast Guard Parramore Beach – 757-787-
9526/9527 
Maryland Natural Resources Po
Virginia Marine Police – 800-541-4646 

UNOAA Weather RadioU – 162.400 MHz, 162.425 M
162.450 MHz, 162.475 MHz, 162.500 MHz, 162.525 M
162.550 MHz. 
 

Hz, 
Hz, 

UGetting and Giving HelpU – Signal other boaters using vis
distress signals (flares, orange flag, lights, arm signals); 
whistles; horns; and on your VHF radio.  You are required
law to help boaters in trouble.  Respond to distress signals
do not endanger yourself. 
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EMERGENCY INFORMATION NOAA CHARTING PUBLICATIONS 

 
NOAA, the Natio
Official NOAA Nautical Charts – NOAA surveys and charts the 
  

ion 
atory on 

ry 

national and territorial waters of the U.S, including the Great Lakes,
producing over 1,000 traditional nautical charts covering 3.4 mill
square nautical miles.  Carriage of official NOAA charts is mand
the commercial ships that carry our commerce.  They are used on eve
Navy and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are 
widely carried by recreational boaters.  NOAA charts are availa
official chart agents listed at: TUwww.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov

ble from 
UT. 

 
®Official Electronic Navigational ChartsP

P (ENC
digital files of each chart’s features and their attributes for use in 
computer-based navigation systems.  ENCs comply with standards of
International Hydrographic Organization.  ENCs and their updates are 
available for free from NOAA at: TUwww.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov

s) – ENCs are 

 the 

UT. 

s) – RNCs are 
le for use 
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s 
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Official Raster Navigational Charts (RNC
georeferenced digital pictures of NOAA’s charts that are suitab
in computer-based navigation systems.  RNCs comply with standards
the International Hydrographic Organization.  RNCs and their update
are available for free from NOAA at: TUwww.NauticalCharts.NOAA. UT. 

 - BookletCharts™ are reduced scale 
 

Official BookletCharts™
NOAA charts printed in page-sized pieces.  The “home edition” c
downloaded from NOAA for free and printed.  The “professional 
edition”, containing additional boating, safety, and educationa
available for NOAA chart agents or over the Internet. 
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s™ – PocketCharts™ are for beginning 
r real 

 scale 
on the 

lot  – The Coast Pilots are 9 text volumes 
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Official PocketChart
recreational boaters to use for planning and locating, but not fo
navigation.  Measuring a convenient 13”  by 19”, they have a 1/3
chart on one side, and safety, boating, and educational information 
reverse.  They can be purchased at retail outlets and on the Internet. 
 

®Official U.S. Coast Pi P
P

containing information important to navigators such as channel 
descriptions, port facilities, anchorages, bridge and cable cle
currents, prominent features, weather, dangers, and Federal Regu
They supplement the charts and are available from official NOAA ch
agents or downloaded for free at: TUwww.NauticalCharts.NOAA.govUT. 
 

 

s – These full-scale Official Print-on-Demand Nautical Chart
NOAA charts are updated each week by NOAA for all Notice to M
corrections.  They have additional information added in the margin to
supplement the chart.  Print on Demand charts meet all federal cha
carriage regulations for charts and updating.  Produced under a 
public/private partnership between NOAA and OceanGrafix
suppliers of these premium charts are listed at TUwww.OceanGraf c

ariner 
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, LLC, 
ix. omUT.  

ols – This reference 
 

Official Chart No. 1, Nautical Chart Symb
publication depicts basic chart elements and explains nautical chart 
symbols and abbreviations.  Download it for free at: 
TUwww.NauticalCharts.NOAA.govUT.  
 

Coast Survey Navigation Manag – These ambassadors to
maritime community maintain a regional presence for NOAA and he
identify the challenges facing marine transportation and boating.  T
are listed at TUhttp://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/reps.htm

ers  the 
lp 

hey 
UT.  

 

Internet si TUtes:   www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.govUT TU, www.NOAA.govUT, 
TUwww.TidesandCurrents.NOAA.govUT, TUwww.NOS.NOAA.govUT.  
n’s Chartmaker 




