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What are Nautical Charts?
Nautical charts are a fundamental tool of marine navigation. They
show water depths, obstructions, buoys, other aids to navigation, and
much more. The information is shown in a way that promotes safe and
efficient navigation. Chart carriage is mandatory on the commercial
ships that carry America’s commerce. They are also used on every Navy
and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are widely
carried by recreational boaters.

What is a BookletChart™?
This BookletChart is made to help recreational boaters locate
themselves on the water. It has been reduced in scale for convenience,
but otherwise contains all the information of the full-scale nautical chart.
The bar scales have also been reduced, and are accurate when used to
measure distances in this BookletChart. Whenever possible, use the
official, full scale NOAA nautical chart for navigation. Nautical chart
sales agents are listed at: http://www.NauticalCharts.noaa.gov.
The charts and bar scales in this BookletChart have been reduced to
72.5% of original scale, and are printed at the new scale of 1:55,172.
This BookletChart does NOT fulfill chart carriage requirements for
regulated commercial vessels under Titles 33 and 44 of the Code of
Federal Regulations.

Notice to Mariners Correction Status
This BookletChart has been updated for chart corrections published
in the U.S. Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners, the National
Geospatial Intelligence Agency (formerly NIMA) Weekly Notice to
Mariners, and, where applicable, the Canadian Coast Guard Notice to
Mariners. Additional chart corrections have been made by NOAA in
advance of their publication in a Notice to Mariners. The last Notices to
Mariners applied were:
Coast Guard Local Notice to Mariners: 28/05 July 12, 2005
NGA Weekly Notice to Mariners: 29/05 July 16, 2005
Canadian Coast Guard Notice to Mariners: Not Applicable

[Coast Pilot 3, Chapter 14 excerpts]
(265) Chester River has channel depths of 13
feet to Chestertown; 7 feet to Crumpton; 5
feet to Kirby Landing. The channel is marked
for 32 miles to Crumpton. Above
Chestertown, deepest water is difficult to
follow except with extreme caution.
(266) The current velocity is less than 1.0
knot.
(268) Eastern Neck Island is connected with
the mainland by a highway bridge, clearance 6
feet.
(269) At Mile 2.7S, a marked channel leads to a basin with a marina; the
depth was to be 5 feet. Gasoline, diesel fuel, marine supplies, and berths
are available.
(270) Kent Island Narrows. A marked channel leads from Chester
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River to Eastern Bay; the depth was 3.1 feet. Very heavy traffic can be
expected through the channel during the summer months, especially on
weekends.
(273) Wells Cove has depths of 1 to 5 feet. A marked dredged channel
leads to a basin in the cove; the controlling depths were 6 feet.
(274) Complete small-craft facilities are available in this area.
(276) Queenstown Creek is entered through a marked channel; the
depths were 5½ feet in the east half and 1 foot in the west half of the
channel to above Light 5; 6 feet to the basin; 6 feet in the basin except for
lesser depths along the edges.
(277) Grays Inn Creek has depths of 8 feet for 2.3 miles to a small
settlement, then shoals to 1 foot. About 1.8 miles above the mouth
gasoline is available.
(278) Langford Creek has depths of 12 feet over the bar and deeper
water inside to the forks 1.7 miles above the mouth; the channel is
buoyed to Drum Point. East Fork has depths of 10 feet for 3 miles,
thence 7 feet for 1 mile. West Fork has depths of 8 feet for about 3
miles, thence 6 feet for 0.7 mile.
(279) Long Cove has depths of 4 feet to the head; the entrance is marked
by daybeacons; some supplies and gasoline are available.
(280) Davis Creek has depths of 9 feet to a marina near the entrance. A
daybeacon marks the entrance. Gasoline, diesel fuel, and supplies are
available.
(281) The common entrance to Reed Creek and Grove Creek is marked
by two buoys. The channel to the fork above the mouth has a depth of 6
feet. Reed Creek extends southeastward and has depths of 7 feet for about
0.6 mile, then shoals to 1 foot 1 mile farther up. The channel in Grove
Creek has depths of 3 feet through the narrows and 5 feet for a mile
above that.
(282) Corsica River. The depth to the public wharf at Centreville
Landing was 2 feet at midchannel and less than 1 foot in the turning
basin. The lower part of the river is marked, but it is difficult to stay in
the upper channel. Some supplies and gasoline can be obtained at
Centreville.
(283) Southeast Creek, has depths of 4 feet for 1.8 miles, then shoals to
1 foot at the head. Island Creek has depths of 3½ feet in the entrance and
4 feet for 2 miles to a highway bridge. Both creeks are marked by bush
stakes in the difficult reaches. Private buoys mark a channel leading to
Kennersley Wharf; the depth was 4½ feet. Gasoline and some supplies
are available.
(287) The bridge at Chestertown has a clearance of 12 feet. The county
wharf below the bridge has depths of 5 feet. The wharf at the marina 0.2
mile below the bridge has depths of 14 feet at the outer end and 6 feet at
the inner face. Supplies, gasoline, diesel fuel, and slips are available.
(289) Morgan Creek, had depths of 2 to 3 feet over the bar at the
entrance and 2 to 5 feet for about 2 miles in a narrow crooked channel.
The entrance is a narrow slough between flats almost awash at low water.
A bridge 0.6 mile above the entrance has a clearance of 8 feet.
(290) A public wharf is at Deep Landing. The bridge has a clearance of
14 feet.
(291) Above Crumpton, the channel in Chester River is difficult to
follow, but navigation is possible to Jones Landing.
(292) Rock Hall Harbor entrance channel leads north between
converging breakwaters to two channels within the harbor; the depths
were 7½ feet (8 feet at midchannel); 8 feet in the basin at the east end of
the harbor; 8½ feet (9½ feet at midchannel) in the channel from the
entrance to the waterfront. The approach to the harbor is marked by a
buoy, and lights and daybeacons mark the channels inside.
(293) Numerous small-craft facilities are in Rock Hall Harbor. Berthing,
water, electricity, gasoline, diesel fuel, and marine supplies are available.
(294) Swan Creek. A poorly marked channel leads to Deep Landing.
Mariners should use caution when passing Little Neck Island - it reportedly
is visible only at extreme low water. Private, seasonal buoys mark the
3½-foot shoal north of Light 6 and other shoal water in entrance.
Mariners are advised to pass close to the private moorings on the south
side of the channel.
(296) Several facilities are at Gratitude. The area in Swan Creek north
of Deep Landing and The Haven provides a good small-boat refuge.

EMERGENCY INFORMATION
VHF Marine Radio channels for use on the waterways:
Channel 6 – Intership safety communications.
Channel 9 – Communications between boats and
ship-to-coast.
Channel 13 – Navigation purposes at bridges, locks,
harbors.
Channel 16 – Emergency, distress and safety calls
to Coast Guard and others, and to initiate calls to other
vessels. Contact the other vessel, agree to another
channel, and then switch.
Channel 22 – Calls between the Coast Guard and the
public. Severe weather warnings, hazards to
navigation and safety warnings are broadcast here.
Channels 68, 69, 71, 72 & 78 – Recreational boat
channels.
Distress Call Procedures
1. Make sure radio is on.
2. Select Channel 16.
3. Press/Hold the transmit button.
4. Clearly say: “MAYDAY, MAYDAY, MAYDAY.”
5. Also give: Vessel Name and/or Description; Position
and/or Location; Nature of Emergency; Number of
People on Board.
6. Release transmit button.
7. Wait for 10 seconds – If no response Repeat
MAYDAY Call.
HAVE ALL PERSONS PUT ON LIFE JACKETS !!
Mobile Phones – Call 911 for water rescue.
Coast Guard Search & Rescue – 800-418-7314/410576-2525
Coast Guard Annapolis – 410-267-8108
Coast Guard Little Creek – 757-464-9371/9372
Coast Guard Stillpond – 410-778-2201-2202
Maryland Natural Resources Police – 410-260-8888
NOAA Weather Radio – 162.400 MHz, 162.425 MHz,
162.450 MHz, 162.475 MHz, 162.500 MHz, 162.525 MHz,
162.550 MHz.
Getting and Giving Help – Signal other boaters using visual
distress signals (flares, orange flag, lights, arm signals);
whistles; horns; and on your VHF radio. You are required by
law to help boaters in trouble. Respond to distress signals, but
do not endanger yourself.
.

NOAA CHARTING PUBLICATIONS
Official NOAA Nautical Charts – NOAA surveys and charts the
national and territorial waters of the U.S, including the Great Lakes,
producing over 1,000 traditional nautical charts covering 3.4 million
square nautical miles. Carriage of official NOAA charts is mandatory on
the commercial ships that carry our commerce. They are used on every
Navy and Coast Guard ship, fishing and passenger vessels, and are
widely carried by recreational boaters. NOAA charts are available from
official chart agents listed at: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.

Official Electronic Navigational Charts® (ENCs) – ENCs are
digital files of each chart’s features and their attributes for use in
computer-based navigation systems. ENCs comply with standards of the
International Hydrographic Organization. ENCs and their updates are
available for free from NOAA at: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.

Official Raster Navigational Charts (RNCs) – RNCs are
georeferenced digital pictures of NOAA’s charts that are suitable for use
in computer-based navigation systems. RNCs comply with standards of
the International Hydrographic Organization. RNCs and their updates
are available for free from NOAA at: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.
Official BookletCharts™ - BookletCharts™ are reduced scale
NOAA charts printed in page-sized pieces. The “home edition” can be
downloaded from NOAA for free and printed. The “professional
edition”, containing additional boating, safety, and educational edition is
available for NOAA chart agents or over the Internet.

Official PocketCharts™ – PocketCharts™ are for beginning
recreational boaters to use for planning and locating, but not for real
navigation. Measuring a convenient 13” by 19”, they have a 1/3 scale
chart on one side, and safety, boating, and educational information on the
reverse. They can be purchased at retail outlets and on the Internet.
Official U.S. Coast Pilot® – The Coast Pilots are 9 text volumes
containing information important to navigators such as channel
descriptions, port facilities, anchorages, bridge and cable clearances,
currents, prominent features, weather, dangers, and Federal Regulations.
They supplement the charts and are available from official NOAA chart
agents or downloaded for free at: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.

Official Print-on-Demand Nautical Charts – These full-scale
NOAA charts are updated each week by NOAA for all Notice to Mariner
corrections. They have additional information added in the margin to
supplement the chart. Print on Demand charts meet all federal chart
carriage regulations for charts and updating. Produced under a
public/private partnership between NOAA and OceanGrafix, LLC,
suppliers of these premium charts are listed at www.OceanGrafix.com.

Official Chart No. 1, Nautical Chart Symbols – This reference
publication depicts basic chart elements and explains nautical chart
symbols and abbreviations. Download it for free at:
www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov.

Coast Survey Navigation Managers – These ambassadors to the
maritime community maintain a regional presence for NOAA and help
identify the challenges facing marine transportation and boating. They
are listed at http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/reps.htm.

Internet sites: www.NauticalCharts.NOAA.gov, www.NOAA.gov,
www.TidesandCurrents.NOAA.gov, www.NOS.NOAA.gov.
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